
A very old trick which still works. Use on .doc, .docx, .rtf, … For .rtf you can skip the save as step (obviously) 

 
If you have a write protected MS Word file (NOT open 
protected!) … 

 
… then save it as a RTF file. 

RTF files are simple ASCII text files which you can open eg. in 
Notepad 

Search for prot 

  

 
Expand the found instance to capture the whole tag ("word") plus the preceding slash and delete. Repeat. 

 

 
Be sure not to edit actual text but only tags. Save, close … … and open the RTF file in Word. Save it back to 

the original format. 
 


